


INTRODUCTION

When the New York Times requires an image to describe the indescribable- a T Magazine
“True-life Tales” column, for example- they turn to Fay Ku. Her unconventional artworks suc-
cinctly surmise stranger-than-fiction events that punctuate contemporary life. Under her spell,
dark forces are tamed with an uncanny, unremitting beauty.

eah Ollman of the Los Angeles Times

aptly captured this unique quality in the
artist’s artwork: “In gorgeous calligraphic line,
Ku stages a scene that merges the theatrical
and ornamental. Like all of her drawings, the
image is mildly disturbing, invoking a violation
of the presumed natural order.”

In this exhibition, Fay Ku’s figurative artworks
suggest the fluidity of identity and challenge
the sexual, cultural, personal and political
identifiers that have come to define and
categorize individuals in greater society.

In early 20th century Europe, the notion of
‘Arcadia’ was inspired by a region of ancient
Greece, whose relatively isolated inhabitants
lived a simple and pastoral life. In the modern
era, this ideal was celebrated in art, music and
literature as a countermeasure to the stresses
associated with the rapid industrialization and
urbanization.

Ku’s Arcadia is a contemporary interpretation
and offers a fresh utopian vision in which
individuals are free to Inhabit a multitude of
identities and imaginative environments.

“These works are psychological studies in
the ambiguous. The narrative is in flux and
the figures are untethered from reality. This
allows for multiple readings by the viewer,
especially for those who have an appreciation
for nuance,” says Ku.

Recognized for her fantastical artworks in
graphite, acrylic, oil and gouache on layered
drafting film, Ku works quickly, channeling a
menagerie of influences inspired by travel,
radio, film, literature and casual observation.

Suggests Ku: “The women in my works are
otherworldly and the space they inhabit is
equally mysterious. | want to challenge the
notion of a singular identity, so these are ex-
ercises in letting go of our preconceptions.
They are meant to challenge what society
views as concrete.”

For Ku, the space her figures occupy is a sup-
porting element that encourages exploration.
Stepping into her world is an invitation to
inhabit a persona and environment that
carries the viewer beyond the certainty of
prescribed reality.

Fay Ku holds a BA from Bennington College,
Bennington, Vermont, and a MS and MFA
from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY. She lives
and works in Brooklyn, New York. Her works
are held in numerous private and public col-
lections in the USA and worldwide, most no-
tably the Asian American Art Centre, New
York, the Honolulu Museum of Art, Hawaii,
and the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of
Art, Hartford, Connecticut. This is her second
show with Karin Weber Gallery.
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Spectacle (z#) Net 48)

Mixed media on layered Mylar BEEEERESEN Mixed media on layered Mylar BEEEERESEN

76x107cm 107x76cm
2015 2015
HK$45,000 HK$40,000



r__-:’,
Serpent (ig) Pea Shells ¢3L&5)
Mixed media on layered Mylar BASEERESEN Mixed media on layered Mylar BESBEEEAEN
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107x76cm

2016
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Night Il (&(=))

Mixed media on Mylar REEBRELRESIE

91x60cm
2014
HK$28,000



Night (&)

Graphite on Mylar BEEEIXRSHEN
91x60cm

2014

HK$28,000
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BIOGRAPHY

¢

, Taipei, Taiwan
works in Brooklyn, New York

Brooklyn, MS, Art History, Criticism and Theory, MFA, Studio Art
lege, Bennington, Vermont, BA, Visual Arts and Literature

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2016
2014
2014
2013
2013
2013
2012

“Fay Ku: Arcadia”, Karin Weber Gallery, Hong Kong

“Throwing Voices,” Baum Gallery, University Central Arkansas, Conway, AK
“Fay Ku: New Works,” Englewood Art Center, Englewood, FL

“Asa Nisa Masa,” Eight Modern Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

“Hootenanny,” Karin Weber Gallery, Hong Kong

“Paper Tiger Army,” Art Asia/Scope Special Project Installation, Miami, FL
“Are We Having Fun Yet?” Central Utah Art Center, Ephraim, UT

Selected Group Exhibitions

2015 “Seven Deadly Sins: Pride,” Bruce Museum, Greenwich, CT

2015 “Playdate,” BCS Gallery/ARPNew York, Long Island City, NY

2014 “New Originals,” Gallery HO, New York. Brochure

2014 “Unruly,” Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
2013 “Seeing Voices,” Donna Beam Gallery (University of Las Vegas-Nevada)
2013 “Local Futures,” He XiangNing Art Museum, Shen Zhen, China. Catalog
2013 “Year Of The Snake,” Eight Modern, Santa Fe, NM

2013 "For Which It Stands,” The Lodge Gallery, New York

Collections

Fay Ku’'s works are held in numerous private and public collections in the USA and
worldwide, most notably the Asian American Art Centre, New York, the Honolulu Muse-

um of Art, Hawaii, and the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, Connecticut.

This is her second show with Karin Weber Gallery.

14

Visit karinwebergallery.com for complete biography
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Karin Weber Gallery

Established in 1999 by German-born Karin Weber and now in its 17th year, Karin
Weber Gallery is one of Hong Kong’s oldest contemporary art galleries. Situated on
Aberdeen Street, in the heart of SoHo, the gallery presents a year-round program of
curated exhibitions, talks, and collector events. In 2015, BLOUIN ARTINFO

added Karin Weber Gallery to the list of ‘500 Best Galleries Worldwide.’

The gallery’s unique network of partners based in London, Mumbai and Berlin allows
it to source emerging and established contemporary art from around the world.

Karin Weber Gallery is equally passionate about presenting works by local artists. The
gallery assists artists through exhibitions, art fairs, and residency programs throughout
the world. Small in size, yet global in outlook, Karin Weber Gallery is one of Hong

Kong's truly international boutique galleries.

gl {EHEER

FR1999F MIEEIAIKarin Weber Z LRI - SERAF/E - EEBEP—HHEEEN
ERZMER - ERUNHZEBRESS - BASERITEANERE  BELEDEERS
8 - BERREEEEAS2015F BLOUIN ARTINFO M2ER500 HIEEH

HANEBAIRR - ZENENERSZR - ERFEHETEHERSMSEPRARS
WRSHENEEEERNEMNR - HARBEFBLMNEMBEN G ZIRAER -

HAEBERNHBEEEEMR - ARNEMRBEEMTES > BHEMEROIM > EF

HBEGEZRACNSE - BEHAKX  ERREN  IREAEBEEEELERHR NG
mBRZ—°

Karin Weber Gallery gl{@{&1A= &

20 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong
BEEPRBEGE 20T

+852 2544 5004
karinwebergallery.com
art@karinwebergallery.com
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karin weber gallery
Contemporary Fine Art



